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2.27 - 3.2
ACDA National  Conf .

IMPORTANT 
DATES

3.9
Chorale  Spring 

Choir  Tour

3.2
Solo & Ensemble

3.14 - 3.17
MTHS Musical  
Guys & Dolls

Love & Kindness Fills the Air
MS. JENNIFER SEILER

This time of year is always my favorite in our MTHS choir world. It’s a 

time to start new music, meet our newest members, and most of all, Give 

Back Week. This year was our 5th annual event that centers around giving 

back to our peers, mentors, and community. This week is entirely 

student-led by our Chorale Philanthropy Chairs, Shannyn Kell and Audrey 

Welch. These two fabulous humans spent so much time and effort to 

come up with events, both musically and otherwise, centered around 

giving back to others. You’ll see the great things they’ve accomplished, 

along with their peers, on the following pages. 

 

In addition to a fantastic week of charitable work, students have been 

hard at work on their spring concert music. They will be performing 

music from many different genres, cultures, and time periods. 

Throughout the next several months we'll be learning about the Navajo 

culture, diving into the poetry of Walt Whitman’s “Song of the Open 

Road,” and learning to speak Tsonga, a language spoken in the 

southern parts of Africa (among so much more!). 

 

We have some incredible music, fundraisers, and opportunities in the 

coming months, and we can’t wait to continue sharing them with you! 



5th Annual Give Back Week

Monday - Synder Village
On Monday, the choirs made Valentine’s Day cards for the Snyder Village

residents to brighten their holiday. In total, we made over 200 cards for

them. Also, we sang together for all of the residents at the end of the hour.  

SHANNYN KELL & AUDREY WELCH

Tuesday - MTHS Staff
On Tuesday we made cards for the MTHS secretaries, Guidance 

Office staff, and MTHS Administrators, thanking them for all of 

the work they do. The choirs split up into groups to write cards 

for each person to show our sincere appreciation.  

Wednesday - MTHS Teachers
On Wednesday, the MTHS choirs delivered all of the cards and candy bags they 

had made the day before to the Guidance Office, MTHS secretaries, and MTHS 

Administrators. Along with this, they made everyone’s day a bit more musical by 

singing throughout the school! Afterward, students created appreciation cards for 

their favorite teachers, which they distributed throughout the rest of the week. 

Friday - OSF Cancer Patients
 On Friday, the choirs worked together throughout the day to create over 

215 gift bags that will be sent to cancer patients at OSF currently going 

through treatment. We hope that it will help to brighten their days and 

give them strength! 

Thursday - Homeless Individuals
On Thursday, MTHS choirs created plarn (plastic yarn) out of old grocery bags, which 

were donated by students and staff. This "plarn" is used to make crochet mats for 

homeless individuals. We had a blast working on it and sang together at the end of the 

class period to thank those that helped to coordinate our activity!  
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Solo & Ensemble
AARON KLOBNAK

Solo and Ensemble is a vocal, instrumental, and mixed 

group contest that allows students to advance in their 

artistic talents. Performances will take place at Normal West 

High School on March 2. Students select a piece to perform, 

either as a soloist, duet, or small group. They then compete 

against themselves on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 being the highest. This 

performance tests students tonal skills, rhythm, musicality, and 

overall performance abilities of a challenging piece of music. 

I hope to see all students perform well and challenge 

themselves during this Solo and Ensemble season.



Chorale's Spring Choir Tour
BROOKE GODBY

The MTHS Choir Tour is right around the corner, and all of Chorale is excited for the trip to Chicago. On the early 

morning of March 9th, the Chorale students will meet at the school, then make a trip to the Pontiac train station. From 

there, the students will take a fun ride on the train to downtown Chicago where we’ll split into groups and get a 

delicious lunch together. After many pictures around the city, we’ll travel to Willis Tower and get a tour of the museum, 

exhibits, and the Skydeck located 103 stories above the busy streets below. After viewing Chicago from 1,353 feet up, 

the group will take a quick walk to the iconic Oriental Theatre. While there, we’ll see the contemporary musical ‘Dear 

Evan Hansen’, which was released in 2015 and has gained much fame from its success. For an incredible finale to a great 

day, the group will grab some delicious dinner and board the train home. We are so excited!!!

Mid-Illini Choral Festival
JESSICA WINCHELL 

 On February 4, 2019, the Metamora Chorale traveled all the way to Canton 

High School for our annual Mid-Illini Choral Festival! While there, we enjoyed 

performances by Washington HS, East Peoria HS, Limestone HS, Dunlap HS, 

Morton HS, Pekin HS, and Canton HS. The MTHS Chorale performed some of 

our favorite pieces, which included "Ain’t Got Time to Die," "Nearer My God to 

Thee," and "A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square."  Although it was a tiring 

night, it was filled with fun and beautiful music! 

Incoming Freshmen Activity Fair
DAVID SNOOK

On January 24th, MTHS held their annual Incoming Freshman Activity Fair! The choir 

program and many other MTHS sports and activities had tables set up to get in touch with 

freshmen about the exciting opportunities in front of them. We got the opportunity to talk 

to so many amazing eighth graders who were interested in choir, as well as other incredible 

fine arts opportunities. We are always excited to meet potential members of our choir 

family and look forward to having amazing experiences with them in the future.  

 

We look forward to sharing our time with these wonderfully talented musicians and artists 

in the 2019-2020 school year and beyond. See you in August! 

Spring Musical
ANJA OLSEN

This year for the Spring Musical, MTHS will be putting on “Guys and Dolls”. This is 

a high energy show with gamblers and their ladies, and features fun songs such as 

“Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat” and “Guys and Dolls”. The cast has been hard 

at work these past two months learning music, blocking scenes, and dancing their 

feet off. They can’t wait to put on a great show! Come out and see it on March 

14th-16th at 7:00 pm and March 17th at 2:00 pm. For tickets, please contact Angie 

Kimbro at (309) 367-4151 ext. 574. Tickets are $8 for adults, $7 for senior citizens, 

$5 for 8th graders and younger, and FREE for MTHS High School Students. 
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Honor Choir Participant Features

Aaron Klobnak, ILMEA All-State Choir Participant

I loved meeting new people and truly bonding over this shared passion for
music. I also could not get over how amazing our director, Mr. Phillip
Lawson, was at teaching us completely new concepts and ways to go

about singing, breathing, and standing. Doing these extra-curricular things
has always created these special friendships that will last a lifetime. I still

keep in touch with all my tenor buddies that I sit by in these honor
programs. Every single time the knowledge gained and the shared

experience of being apart of such a beautiful sound is life-changing. 

Cole Rich, ILMEA All-State Honors Choir Participant &

ACDA National TTBB Honor Choir Participant

I’ve been in choir for a very long time, but I also participate in the
musical as well. I used to play in band and perform in a show choir, but

I had to make a decision to either do those or participate in choir
extracurriculars. I LOVED meeting all of the new people at All-State.

There was a lot of free time, and I met some awesome people. At
ACDA, I’m looking forward to the same thing. Also, at ILMEA, the music

sounded so beautiful and rich.  

Zoie Roach-King, ACDA National "Junior" Honor 

Choir Participant

I have been in Court Singers and I have been in band since fifth grade 
playing alto saxophone. I am also currently learning acoustic guitar. I 
am looking forward to learning more about my voice and techniques. 

I am also looking forward to just meeting new people and possibly 
making new friends.

Kate Rolffs, ILMEA All-State Choir Participant

My favorite part was learning a crazy amount of music in a short
amount of time and it still sounding beautiful. I also loved getting to

know the people I sat next to. If you ever get the opportunity to
participate in all state, DO IT! It’s not something that everyone will

love, but it was such a great learning experience.  



MTHS Choirs 
101 W. Madison St. 

Metamora, IL 61548
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Follow us on social media!
@MTHSChoirs

MTHS Choir T-Shirts For Sale

$12 each 
Please email Ms. Seiler to purchase. 

jseiler@mths.us


